
A P P L I C A T I O N  P R O F I L E

APPLICATION  PROFILE 821
FIbERgLAss wELL bAy 

technical data
Product:	 Fiberglass	Well	Bay	Platform
Process:	 Pultrusion
Materials:	 DURADEK	®	fiberglass	reinforced	grating,	

color	gray
Sizes:	 I-4000	1"	grating	and	stairtreads
User:	 Ellen	Offshore	Platform	

Aera	Energy	LLC	(formerly	Shell	Oil	Co.)

	 STRONGWELL
Chatfield	Division	
1610	Highway	52	South	
Chatfield,	MN	55923-9799	USA	
(507)867-3479,	FAX	(507)867-4031	
www.strongwell.com

30+ years offshore proves 
duradek®  durability

In	1979,	DURADEK®	grating	was	installed	on	Shell’s	offshore	
platform	Ellen. The	platform	was	destined	 for	 the	Beta	Field	
off	the	shore	of	southern	California.	Now,	with	over	30	years	of	
use,	the	nearly	10,000	square	feet	of	grating	continues	to	show	
an	excellent	 return	on	 investment	 for	current	operators,	Beta	
Offshore.

Anti-skid	DURADEK®	has	always	been	known	for	excellent	
durability	and	the	30-plus	year	exposure	on	Ellen	has	had	little	
to	no	effect	on	 the	grating.	Even	accidental	 sandblasting	and	
paint	overspray	has	not	degraded	the	anti-skid	surface.	Previous	
reports	indicated	that	abuse	from	the	platform’s	SSV’s	(surface	
safety	 valves)	 and	 performing	 acid	 jobs	 have	 never	 been	 a	
problem.	Workers	experience	less	fatigue	and	a	better	kneeling	
environment	with	DURADEK®	pultruded	grating.

When	asked	in	2010	about	the	lifespan	of	the	grating	on	the	
platform,	 Facility	 Superintendent	 Yohn	 Rosqui	 stated,	 “The	
grating	looks	to	be	in	great	shape.		The	surface	shows	very	little	
wear	and	tear.”

Too	 of ten,	 the	 indust r y	 concent rates	 on	 shor t	
term	 costs.	 Now,	 years	 later,	 the	 decision	 to	 go	 with	
DURADEK®	 has	 proven	 to	 be	 a	 bet ter	 return	 on	
investment.
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